CHAPTER  XIII
WAKE UP,  PEOPLE  OF ENGLAND !
(i) England in Crisis
The affairs of England are in crisis.
DURING the nineteenth century the flood-tide of industrial
revolution and of free trade carried England to a position in
which she virtually ruled the world, but which she can
hardly continue to occupy much longer. She was the
industrial, financial, afid commercial centre of the world,
but America and other countries have deprived her of her
supremacy. She was the centre of a world-wide Colonial
Empire, but now she is hard put to it to retain her hold on
her Self-governing Dominions, Canada, Australia, South
Africa, and India.
These are her great difficulties : these are the reasons
of her crisis.
England behind the times.
England's bountiful supplies of coal and iron, her
abundant capital, her cheap production and the ability of
her people enabled her to ignore the competition of other
countries, she had nothing to fear from them. As long as
coal and steam remained the motive power of industry,
as long as trade was free, as long as socialistic legislation
did not interfere with the costs of labour, so long she remained
the one master country of the world. But the Great War
proved a turning point, since when all this has changed*
The motive power of industry is oil and electricity, instead
of coal and steam. Trade is free no longer, all countries
have adopted protection and are striving to form economic
blocks. Socialistic legislation in England is interfering with
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